
Psalm 51 

Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon 

A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he 
had gone in to Bathsheba. 

 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

   according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

   blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

   and cleanse me from my sin. 

 
3 For I know my transgressions, 

   and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

   and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 

   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

 
6 You desire truth in the inward being; 

   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

   and blot out all my iniquities. 



 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 

   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

   and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

   O God of my salvation, 

   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

 
15 O Lord, open my lips, 

   and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 

   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased. 
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 
18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

   rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
19 then you will delight in right sacrifices, 

   in burnt-offerings and whole burnt-offerings; 

   then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

  



Psalm 103 

Thanksgiving for God’s Goodness 

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

   and all that is within me, 

   bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

   and do not forget all his benefits— 
3 who forgives all your iniquity, 

   who heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the Pit, 

   who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

   so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 
6 The LORD works vindication 

   and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, 

   his acts to the people of Israel. 
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 

   nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

   nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

   so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 

   so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, 

   so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 
14 For he knows how we were made; 

   he remembers that we are dust. 



 
15 As for mortals, their days are like grass; 

   they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

   and its place knows it no more. 
17 But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to 

everlasting 

   on those who fear him, 

   and his righteousness to children’s children, 
18 to those who keep his covenant 

   and remember to do his commandments. 

 
19 The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, 

   and his kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels, 

   you mighty ones who do his bidding, 

   obedient to his spoken word. 
21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts, 

   his ministers that do his will. 
22 Bless the LORD, all his works, 

   in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

  



Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus and Zacchaeus 

19He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was 

there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was 

rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 

crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran 

ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was 

going to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he looked 

up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must 

stay at your house today.’ 6So he hurried down and was happy to 

welcome him. 7All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has 

gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ 8Zacchaeus stood 

there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 

give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will 

pay back four times as much.’ 9Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today 

salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of 

Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the 

lost.’ 

 


